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Section
1 The Only Application Server You Will Ever Need

1.1 Last Issue

In the last issue I ... todo

1.2 The Open Source advantage

So Enhydra is "Open Source", what does that mean for me? Well of course, Open Source means that the source code (or the majority of it) is available to the public without licensing restrictions, which limit modification, or redistribution. But it means a whole lot more. Let me explain.

Open-source software is intrinsically coupled with the Internet. In fact the Internet both spurned the concept of Open Source collaboration through protocol implementations like the Berkeley Internet Name Daemon (BIND) and provides the infrastructure necessary for collaborative development. My point is that it is thus logical, that the modern day application server, the operating system of the Internet should also be developed in an Open Source fashion. 

Open Source software is relevant in the marketplace if you consider that traditional commercial software is in fact a tiny minority of all software written; the lion's share is developed by and for all sorts of organizations to meet their own internal needs. An obvious giant in the U.S. Government comes to mind. The reason for this is quite simple, commercial software is either not flexible enough or enforces proprietary lock in that is often an expensive mistake. This brings me to my second point: Open Source might be in vogue at the desktop level, but it is ideal for the enterprise where the application server is routed.

The cited rational not withstanding, Open Source also offers a plethora of advantages to the customer:

Reduced Risk. Having source code gives customers control over the tools their mission critical business depends upon. It is often the requirement that large software purchases require that the source code is kept in escrow. With Open Source every customer gets that security.

Quality. Several studies have shown a dramatic advantage in reliability for open-source software compared to most comparable commercial products. More effective development models, massive independent peer review for both code and design, and greater pride of authorship (after all the code can be critiqued) all contribute to this phenomenon.

Security. Proprietary software can harbor a huge number of bugs and bad logic that is ready to strike at the worst possible moment. Commercial time-to-market pressures can cause even the best development methodologies to be compromised leading to security holes. While the same problems can exist in Open Source software they tend to be minimized because of the pride of ownership of the code and the fantastic, worldwide expert code reviews and testing that takes place. So while I have heard IT buyers cite the lack of security as a negative towards Open Source, I believe the opposite to be true.

Market Driven Features.  I’ve mentioned a couple of times in last months article that Enhydra was built pragmatically out of need. That continues today with the community driving the direction of the future platform. For example, Enhydra inherited its Wireless capabilities from a consulting company in Taiwan who are 18 months ahead of the US in this field. Today, customers in the US are benefiting from Enhydra being a leading Wireless application server.

Customization. Open source gives customers a much greater ability to customize software to fit their business needs. Large organizations can reap substantial cost and labor savings from even minor customizations when deployed on a large scale. Customer bug fixes and enhancements are contributed back to Enhydra.org (and thus become maintained); this option is not available with traditional commercial software.  For example, one of, if not the largest site in Turkey runs on Enhydra. It turned out that Enhydra was the open application server that could handle the two letter “i” in the alphabet. Like closed source application servers, Enhydra failed to handle this interesting case, but the customer was able to tweak the code with complete success. Now Enhydra fully supports the Turkish alphabet!

Market for Experts. A successful Open Source initiative like Enhydra.org is evident by the community built around it. This community not only provides commercial entities that can provide support and training, but offers a fertile training ground for talented engineers savvy with the platform. In addition, Enhydra has been, and is still being, selected by many universities in the US, England, France and Germany for training engineers in Internet application development. Such a selection ensures an future abundance of qualified engineers.

Favorable licensing and pricing. By definition open-source software comes with far more flexible licensing than proprietary software. This can dramatically reduce the total cost of ownership of the software even if, by purchasing a commercial packaged version and support for the platform, the procurement cost is comparable.

Support. Today, many open-source products are becoming commercially developed and supported and Enhydra is no exception. In fact, the lack of commercial backing is the only potential drawback of Open Source enterprise software. Currently Lutris offers a value added commercial version and the essential training and support for the global 2500. One thing you can be sure of is that if Lutris’ bottom line is dependent on the quality of support, it will be markedly better than commercial software companies that often consider support as an “extra”.

To sum up this section, Open Source makes Enhydra a better application server. It will ensure that it continues to develop at a rapid pace in, and this is important, the direction that customers require. The community will continue to grow and provide solutions that run on the platform (I heard of a high-end ERP system running on Enhydra recently) and with each step turn Enhydra into the “Apache of application servers”.

Not convinced that Enhydra is the only application server you will ever need? Let me get back to a few more features.

1.3 Tools

IDE Independence

Every developer has his or her favorite tools.  To change them and force a single environment is counter productive. With IBM Websphere for example you have to use Visual Age.  While I have nothing against Visual Age, I know many developers that are much more productive with emacs and some command line tools. To this end, Enhydra makes no assumption on development tools - every tool has a command line option. In addition the various tools like, DODS (the object to relational mapping tool), CodeGen (the wizard code generators), XMLC (the XML compiler) have GUI interfaces interfaced into leading IDEs. With the Enhydra 3.0 product, Inprise JBuilder and Oracle JDeveloper are fully supported. Community members are already working on their favorites like Sun Forte and Visual Age.

DODS

Todo - BMP with EJBs or DOs with tools, DODS (DOs now, EJBs soon)

XMLC

Todo – short summary of integration with Jbulder

<insert picture>

CodeGen (NewApp)

Todo

Administration Application

Todo – the console plus and big mention of the built in debugger
3rd Party Tools

todo - Cocobase from Thought Inc.
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