How to model ARIS processes to transform to XPDL
To model processes to be transformed in XPDL, we used ARIS version 6.2.

When you install and configure ARIS, start ARIS Toolset program.

From menu-bar Select File->New and then select model in the following dialog.

Another dialog will appear to select the place where your ARIS model will be stored. You can select e.g. LOCAL->Demo62->Main group
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When you press Next button, another dialog will appear, and you need to select Processes checkbox, and for the model type, select eEPC
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After pressing Next button, dialog will appear where you need to assign the name to your new ARIS model. Fill in some name, and press Finish button. The window will show the modeling area for your new model.
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When modeling ARIS processes you should use only toolbox items marked with a red circle on the picture above.
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 placed top-right in a toolbox is called Function in ARIS, and it will be mapped to the Activity/Task in XPDL, so you use it to define the tasks in the process.
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 is called AND Rule in ARIS and is mapped to a dummy (Route) activity in XPDL with AND Split or/and Join depending on how you connect it to the tasks. 
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 is called XOR Rule in ARIS and is mapped to a dummy (Route) activity in XPDL with XOR Split or/and Join depending on how you connect it to the tasks.
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 are called in ARIS Organization unit and Group respectively, and are mapped to Organizational unit type Participant in XPDL, 
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 is called Position in ARIS and is mapped to Role type Participant in XPDL.
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 are called Internal person, External person and Person type respectively and are mapped to Human type Participant in XPDL.

Finally, [image: image13.png]


 item is used to make a connection amongst Functions, XOR Rules and AND Rules, in which case it is mapped to the Transition in XPDL. It can also be used to connect items that represent Participant in XPDL (Organizational unit, Group, Position, Internal person, External person and Person type in ARIS) with Activities (Functions in ARIS), and in this case such connections are representing Performer of the activity in XPDL.
When defining objects in ARIS that will map to the Participants in XPDL, and if you want to directly connect it with a real Users/Groups/Roles defined by your organizational structure (without participant mapping), you have to make there Identifier attribute equal to the value determining username/groupname in your organizational structure (e.g. for Active  directory, this unique entity attribute is usually called sAMAccountName). 

Also, if you want to define some meaningful Id for other objects (Activities, Transitions) you should also change the same attribute in ARIS for the corresponding objects.

To do this, you have to double-click an object once you insert it into the graph, and edit its Identifier attribute.
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Make sure your identifiers contain only alphanumeric characters or ‘_’, ‘-‘, ‘.’ characters.
The following is a sample of ARIS model containing all of the described elements:
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You can notice that the ARIS processes we model do not have any transition conditions since this is something ARIS normally don’t know about. To meaningfully execute such processes with XOR splits, client application should provide interface for the user to decide what is the following step to take.
It is IMPORTANT to mention that whenever you want to make AND/XOR split/join, you need to use special ARIS’s AND/XOR Rule objects for modeling.
After you create your process model in ARIS, you can export it in XML. To do so, you should find the process definition in ARIS’s tree view, right-click it, and select Export/Import->XML Export…
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After you click on XML Export, you’ll be asked to enter the language to use (we were always using English) and then to select the location and the name of XML file to be generated.

To be able to import and handle this XML with SharkWebClient application, you’ll have to change its extension to aml, e.g you will call your file testaris.aml.

When you log-in into SharkWebClient application as a user with administrative rights, go to Repos. Mng.  section, press Browse button and locate your *.aml file, and then press Upload button:
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*.aml file will be uploaded to the XPDL repository, and *.aml file will be listed
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Click appropriate icon to convert this *.aml file into XPDL.

Now you get XPDL file in the repository, and you can upload it into the engine via Package Mng. section of the application. Just go to this section, select corresponding XPDL file from the combo and press LOAD button:
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XPDL will be uploaded into the engine, and you are now able to instantiate your process instances based on definition produced by ARIS.
